Press release (+ images, starting on p. 4)
Page 1 of 5
Press release
Page 5 of 5

Market leader in the process diaphragm pump segment receives largest order in the company's history

Lewa GmbH supplies a major gas project in the Arabian Gulf
For development of two huge offshore gas fields in the Arabian Gulf, 40 process diaphragm pumps were ordered from the German company Lewa GmbH. The order, valued at about 30 million Euros, is the largest to date in the history of the company.

Once the project is completed on schedule in 2015, the Gulf facility will be the largest of its kind in Saudi Arabia: It will be capable of processing 70 million m³ of ethane, propane, butane, and natural gas per day from the two offshore fields, producing about 50 million m³ of market-ready gas. The potential for demand peaks or in extreme situations is as high as 86 million m³. 

The Lewa pump systems will be installed on thirteen wellhead and two tie-in platforms (drilling and conveyor platforms) and used at operating pressures of 140 to more than 500 bar to inject monoethylene glycol (MEG) and sulfur solvent. The MEG continually circulates between the platforms and the glycol regeneration units in the onshore preparation facilities, reducing the emergence of hydrates in the two underwater pipelines. A great challenge is that the sulfur content of the two gas fields is at a significantly higher concentration than in other areas, and starts to solidify at high temperatures. To prevent blockage of the pipeline and ensure reliable transport on land, a solvent for the sulfur must be reliably and continuously injected. 

German specialty supplier continues to grow

Although the states of the Gulf Cooperation Council, to which Saudi Arabia belongs, placed fewer large orders in the Western countries in 2012 than in 2011, German specialty suppliers are still in demand. In particular when technically challenging oil and gas projects and petrochemical facilities or power plants are involved, manufacturers such as Lewa can score. "The company is known in the industry for its experience with demanding projects and for the high quality of its products. The harsh conditions – high pressures and extreme temperatures – under which the pump systems must work reliably are the main reasons that Lewa was awarded the contract," explains the project lead and sales engineer Vasilios Tenidis from Lewa headquarters.

The conclusion of the contract represents the high point of the company's development to date. "In the last eight years, despite the economic crisis, Lewa has seen yearly double digit growth, so the sales figures of the group have more than doubled over that period," explains the head of the Corporate Development department, Florian Kieninger. To keep up with incoming orders, the company has recently purchased land on which they plan to build a new assembly building. This investment should ensure timely deliveries and provide the space needed for the growing number of employees.

LEWA GmbH was founded in 1952 as a family company by Herbert Ott and Rudolf Schestag, and today is the world's leading manufacturer of metering and process diaphragm pumps as well as complete metering systems for process technology. The company, headquartered in Leonberg, Germany, has developed over just a few decades into an international group, and its position in the world market was further strengthened by its integration into the Japanese Nikkiso Co. Ltd. in 2009. As a researching and productive company, Lewa develops technologies and works out solutions for a wide variety of its customers' applications. Products are primarily used in the oil and gas industry, in the area of gas odorization, refineries, and petrochemistry, but also in the manufacture of plastics, detergents, and cleaning agents. Additional application areas can be found in chemistry, the cosmetics industry, in pharmaceutical and biotechnology, in the food and beverage sector, and in power supply. 
Lewa currently has approximately 1.000 employees and has 16 subsidiaries worldwide as well as representatives and sales offices in over 80 countries.
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Caption: 40 process diaphragm pumps valued at about 30 million Euros have been ordered from the German company Lewa GmbH for a major gas project in the ArabianGulf. The pumps will be used in Saudi Arabia for the injection of monoethylene glycol (MEG) and sulfur solvent.
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Caption: LEWA built the world’s biggest high-pressure process diaphragm pumps (G4T). They are used for CO2 re-injection in the Snøhvit project (Hammerfest Bassin in the Barents Sea). Each pump delivers 110 m3/h liquid CO2 against a pressure of 215 bar. 
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